ARTS & SCIENCE COUNCIL
Teaching Artist

ASC is committed to supporting a comprehensive education system that provides equitable access and high-quality learning experi-

ences for all Charlotte-Mecklenburg students. We believe that education and participation in the arts, science and history are vital to
the development of our children and our communities and have every intention of continuing our investment in resources to serve

teachers, students and other learners. To Learn More: http://www.artsandscience.org/grants-a-funding/educators-a-schools

First Books: stories in hands and strings
Organization: David Novak, A Telling Experience
Contact Info: David Novak

Phone: 828-280-2718

Email: novateller@aol.com

Books hold stories. Storytellers held stories with finger plays, rhyme schemes, or string figures,
long before writing was invented. "First Books" includes an entertaining retelling of Itsy Bitsy
Spider as an heroic epic, and original finger plays, paper, and string stories. David draws a dis-
tinction between the story and the text. "Storytellers," he explains, "always had words. What they
wanted to preserve was the memory of the story and so could make books from hand gestures
with finger plays, or weave a tale using string figures." His final story is his popular string figure
retelling of Jack and the Beanstalk, now available as a picture book. Participation, physical and
vocal histrionics, clever language, and creative use of objects engages all listeners. Your students
will...

* have an expanded definition of Reading as a behavior that involves seeing and interpretation.
* have an expanded definition of Books as devices for holding stories.

+ see a variety of involvement strategies to make oral presentation engaging and informative.

To Learn More: http://directories.artsandscience.org/program/detail/24

The Storytellers' Fire

Organization: David Novak, A Telling Experience
Contact Info: David Novak

Phone: 828-280-2718

Email: novateller@aol.com

For thousands of years, our ancestors gathered to tell stories beside the fire. Today, we can get a
feeling for the long traditions of storytelling by creating a Storytellers' Fire. David draws from an
extensive repertory to suit Grade level, season, and situation. Requests will be honored. Your
students will...

+ experience the original virtual reality
* hear stories from many traditions

* experience animated language

* have A Telling Experience!

To Learn More: http://directories.artsandscience.org/proeram/detail/173
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